




     Welcome to the 35th annual Tour de Gap 
benefitting Big Brothers Big Sisters of West 
Central Texas. BBBS is excited to partner with 
this event which is such a long-standing West 
Texas tradition. BBBS also has a great tradition 
of providing children facing adversity with pro-
fessionally supported, one-to-one mentoring 
since 1978.  
     For those who've participated in the race 
before -- welcome back! And for all you first-
time riders we'd like to extend a big  West Tex-
as welcome and hope you have a great ride 
and a wonderful experience!  
     This event 
includes great 
people, great 
scenery, a chal-
lenging course, 
and benefits a 
great cause. 
Thank you so 
much for being 
a part of this 
great ride and cause.  Be safe and have fun! 
 
 
 
 
Mark Rogers 
President, BBBS West Central Texas 



2017 Tour de Gap Sponsors 

 

Big Brothers Big Sisters would like to thank the  
following sponsors for their support of the  

35th Annual Tour de Gap! 

 
Title Sponsor:     Bike Town 
 

Presenting Sponsors:     Benchmark Business Solutions 
      Frontier Motor Company Inc. 
      Funeral Directors Life Insurance 
      KRBC/KTAB  
 
Wheel Sponsors:   Abilene Bicycle Club 
      Domino’s Pizza 
      West Techs 
 
Handlebar Sponsor:   Coldwell Banker—Panian & Mash 
      ENT Specialists 
      Fergus & Fergus, LLP   
      Lawrence Hall Abilene 
      Templeton Equipment  
      US Border Patrol 
      Wisteria Place 
 
Pedal Sponsors:     Abilene Sales    Andrews Furniture 
      AT&T     BMC—Abilene Lumber 
      Cricket Wireles   First Financial Bank 
      ICON Fitness    Minter Media 
      Prosperity Bank   Senter Realtors 
      Steamboat Cycling Club  Sweetwater Spine Clinic



History of the Tour de Gap 

What does the Care Bears and Disney’s EPCOT have in 
common with the Tour de Gap? 
     All are celebrating their 35th anniversary in 2017!  This is 
the 35th year of the Tour de Gap or what started as “A View 
from the Top Ride.” 
     We have several individuals to thank for getting the Tour 
off the ground or should I say “wheels out.”  Mike Thomesen, 
Paul Schulze , Gary Stephenson, Mike Babington, and Jim Fritz 
were there at the beginning to help organize the ride.  What 
started as a 28 mile route beginning and ending at the Abi-
lene State Park has now grown into one of the premier rides 
west of the I-35 corridor.  Abilene was chosen over some other 
locations simply due to the terrain being more interesting in 
Buffalo Gap as Mike recalled about those initial years.  Also, 
long before the timing chips that we now have at rides, Paul, 
a former ACU physics professor, wrote a commuter program 
on a TRS80 that would provide the results.  
     A couple of years after the first ride, it was moved from 
Abilene State Park to the Old Settler’s Campground in Buffalo 
Gap where it has remained  and the name changed to the 
Tour de Buffalo Gap. 
     By 1987, there were rides of 27, 54, and 81 miles.  That 
year, the 54 mile race was a virtual tie and there was a 1000 
meter sprint-off between Dirk Stevens from San Angelo (the 
winner) and Steve Wirt from Lubbock.   

     In 1988, the Tour de Buffalo Gap was sanctioned by the 
USCF—United States Cycling Federation with four divisions, 
including Masters, Women, Cat 3 & 4 (Cat 4 was the entry 
level at that time).   
     In 1989, the ride discontinued being a USCF sanctioned 
race and for a $10 entry fee you could choose between an A 
or B group ride (depending upon your pace and level of experi-
ence).   
     Somewhere in the ‘90’s the ride name was shortened to the 
Tour de Gap and in the late ‘90’s Bike Town became one of 
the main sponsors of the ride.  Also, the date was set so that 
the ride was to be on the 4th Saturday in July. 
    In 2003, the Food Bank began organizing the ride and for-
mer Food Bank board member and cyclist Greg Allan recalls 
that for a couple of years top state cyclist came in for the race 
since there were cash prizes for the top finishers.   

Paul Schulze, Gary Stephenson, & Mike Thomesen 

     In 2008, Bike Town owner’s Jim and Kelly MacDonald 
took over organizing the ride with Food Bank still receiv-
ing the proceeds of the event.  Over the course of the last 
10 years, however, the routes have had some changes in 
length due to construction on some of the roads being 
used by the Tour de Gap.  For the most part, the routes 
have been the 11 mile family fun route, 27 and 52 mile,  
and a challenging 77 mile route.   
     Whether it’s the Tour de France or the Tour de Gap, 
changes do occur.  In 2016, the Food Bank ended its 13 
year involvement with the ride.   Now, local cyclists, Bill 
Minter and Mark Spurlock, are Co-directors of the Tour 
de Gap with all proceeds benefitting Big Brothers Big 
Sisters of Abilene.  The Tour de Gap is now one of the 
three major fund-raising events for the local youth-
mentoring organization that has been involved in the 
Abilene community since 1978.  BBBS of Abilene is also 
involved in the organization of the ride. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

     This year being the 35th anniversary, we wanted to 
give you what history we could uncover about this ride 
that brings in cyclist not just from Abilene but from all 
over Texas and several states.  Special thanks go out to 
Paul Schulze and Mike Thomesen for their contribution to 
this and thanks to Paul for his sharing these pictures with 
us that he had clipped out from the Abilene Reporter 
News. 
     Be Safe....Have Fun....Enjoy the Ride! 
      



Schedule of Events 

Saturday, July 22, 2017—Road Rides 

On-site Registration & Packet Pickup 6:30 to 7:45 am  Buffalo Gap 

Start Line & Pre-ride Announcements 7:50 am 

100K Start 8:00 am 

27 mile Start 8:05 am 

11 mile Start 8:07 am 

11 mile Swag Raffle 9:45 am 

27 mile Swag Raffle 10:45 am 

100K Swag Raffle 12:15 pm 

Course Closes 1:30 pm 

Sunday, July 23, 2017—Time Trial 

Registration 8:00 to 8:30  am 

Pre-ride Announcements 8:50 am 

Riders #1 to #60 departure 9:00 am (in 1 minute increments) 

Approximate Finish of Last Rider &  
Presentation of Winners 

10:45 am 



Tour de Gap 100K Route 



Tour de Gap 27m Route 



Tour de Gap 11m Route 



Tour de Gap 7.0 m TT Route 



Tour de Gap Volunteers! 
     Our Tour de Gap rest stops are sup-
ported by some wonderful volunteers 
who have been helping out the TdG for 
many years now!  These volunteers hand 
out the water, fruit, bananas, cookies, 
and occasionally a hug to the many riders 
who have participated in the Tour de 
Gap.  These rest stops provide the riders 
with the much needed break from our 
West Texas heat and wind.   
     SO...when you stop or ride by one of 
the rest stops, be sure and give them a 
big THANK YOU for the work they do! 
      Here is a list of the volunteers that 
will be supporting you this year: 
 Boy Scout Troup 3 
 Boy Scout Troup 206 
 Wisteria Place 
 BBBS staff employees 
 Multiple individuals 
     We also want to thank the Taylor 
County Sheriff’s department for their 
support on the routes. 




